Measuring the contribution of faith communities to civil society:
The approach of Faith in Wales: Counting for Communities
Faith in Wales: Counting for Communities is a Wales-wide study, conducted by Gweini: The Council of the Christian Voluntary Sector in Wales, in partnership with Wales Council for Voluntary Action (WCVA).  It covers all the major faiths in Wales, on the basis of questionnaires sent to all identified faith communities, representing over 4,400 individual congregations.  The high gross response rate of 49% has allowed estimates to be made for all 22 unitary authorities in Wales, including the City and County of Cardiff.  The main financial estimates are shown below.

It should be noted that these estimates exclude all religious activities (such as prayer groups), all activities run exclusively for the congregations concerned, and any independent organisations operating from their premises.
The figures are the sum of five components, as listed below, together with brief notes on their calculation, and estimates for Cardiff (and for the whole of Wales) in £millions per annum.  In each case, the approach has been to use standard techniques, including the valuation method for voluntary work approved by WCVA, and to do so in a conservative way.

	Component
	Estimation method
	Estimates for Cardiff (Wales)

	Hours of voluntary work organised by faith communities serving the wider community
	Number of person-hours input times average hourly wage rate
	£5.2M  (45.4)

	Paid staff organising services for the wider community
	Number of person-hours input times average hourly wage rate
	£3.1M  (20.1)

	Premises made available to the community
	Number of room-hours provided times average hourly rental rate
	£1.9M  (19.2)

	Tourism generated by faith communities
	Number of tourists estimated to travel to see faith buildings times average daily spend
	£0.4M  (10.9)

	Value of free admission to listed faith community buildings
	Sum of notional entrance fees, listed buildings only
	£0.2M   (5.6)

	Total
	
	£10.8M (102.5)


This, of course, by no means exhausts the contribution of faith communities to civil society in Cardiff.  Indeed, it is easy to think of many more elements that would ideally be incorporated, including the following:

· Voluntary work carried out by individuals belonging to faith congregations inspired by the ethos of their faith, but which is not organised by the congregation
· Projects begun by faith congregations now running independently from them

· Contribution of faith-based charities operating in Cardiff

· Co-operation of faith communities with to government In Cardiff

· Second-round effects of community work – e.g. beneficial effects of marriage preparation courses on marriages, and debt counselling on personal finances in Cardiff.
John M. Evans, Gweini Research Director

11 July 2008

