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Roy J Thomas Speech and Notes from SP Conference 16 July 2008

Prynhawn da- Good afternoon. Croeso i chi gyd.
From a very recent visit to Eastern Europe and last year to India and in the past to Asia and North America there is no doubt that old boundaries of culture, identity and even nationhood are falling.
We want today to bring out the great contribution faith and culture contributes to Cardiff and how we can show its importance- some themes to bear in mind:
Point 1- the global importance of faith and Cardiff -and we are part of it –sitting in the Future Inn in Cardiff on 16 of July 2008.

Point 2 – why is it important to us in Cardiff and Wales and what has already been achieved.

Point 3- Cardiff and the people’s contribution as a journey to a world class City.

In essence the uniqueness of the Report and the case studies from Cardiff Bay to St Mellons. From City Centre Churches to our Mosques highlights the case that faith and culture cannot be ignored.
The 21st Century world is we know becoming ever more interdependent. In this world, religious faith,crucial to so many people's culture and identity, can play a positive or a negative role. Either positively it will encourage peaceful co-existence by people of faith coming together in respect, understanding and tolerance, retaining their distinctive identity but living happily with those who do not share that identity.
 Or it will work against such co-existence by defining people by difference, those of one faith in opposition to others of a different faith.
Into this new world, comes the force of religious faith. Gallup made available on 30 of May quoted in New York recently, the latest polling information in their rolling poll of religious attitudes. Here is what the polling shows. 

Most Christians want better relations between Christianity and Islam but believe most Muslims don't. Most Muslims want better relations but believe most Christians don't. Most Americans think most Muslims do not accept other religions. Actually most Muslims say they want greater and not lesser interaction between religions.

In answer to the question: "is religion an important part of your life", many Muslim countries' citizens answer in the high 80's or 90's as a percentage; in the US it is around 70%; in the UK and mainland Europe it is under 40%. Interestingly, we asked the same questions in November last year in our ASK Cardiff questions, even in the UK over a third of people say it is important. Cardiff hits -according to our survey - 33.9%. 
So: religion matters Point one-Globally - and will live in a global village. I may be speaking to the converted but let’s make it clear as often humankind does not believe this or looks at faith as a negative. The Spiritual Cardiff Report will show its positive side-without the glitzy glossy show but we do have some marketing experience as the taste within the sandwich-the session on communication is key.
In summary, as you all know, you cannot understand the modern world unless you understand the importance of religious faith. Faith motivates, galvanises, organises and integrates millions upon millions of people.
The crucial point is that “Globalisation” is pushing people together. Interdependence is reality. Peaceful co-existence is essential. Independence makes counties vulnerable same goes with faiths. If faith becomes a countervailing force, pulling people apart, it becomes destructive and dangerous. If Spiritual Capital pulls together it becomes a force to harness good- we can forget knife crimes; murder and the evils of life.
Cardiff can show the way. Why not? We are in good shape.
We are a safe City comparable to others in the UK. We have respect in our citizens of each other. Visitor surveys from tourism show that those who visit us find us friendly. All important if for example when say you are sending your 18 year to College here.
Well why is it that the promotion of Cardiff’s faith capital a challenge. Is it what is called “brand awareness”, maybe or “no messages” and “no selling points”. Well let’s start today to discuss this. Uncomfortable with the jargon of today we maybe these are just words but what survives is the core - spirituality.

 You will be amazed how much a contribution you make to Wales. All of you present in this room. Think of how many you have inspired on issues of faith. We need to capture this today.
As an audience today you are amazingly diverse. You are probably the best audience on the issues that a MORI IPSOS Poll could buy. I am not kidding .We should capture the data- quick.
This Conference and the Report presented to you this  afternoon is not about inter faith per se . It’s about your contribution.
It is about the vast contribution that faith based organisations make to Cardiff. It is also an afternoon which attempts to bring out the importance of communication in our great City with its government and people on the importance of faith to the City and feeding into global networks. It is not political with a big “P”. You cannot get the contribution of faith if you want to play politics with a big “P” as it you will not get arguably the honesty of the contribution to the surface. Most people of faith do not so with a political party in mind.

Communication needs of course to be directed to people who have religious faith and those who have none.

We would all acknowledge that Faith has a major part to play in shaping the values which guide the modern world, and can and should be a force for progress. But it has to be rescued on the one hand from those who do not see its value and exclusionary tendency within religion today; and on the other from the danger that religious faith is seen as an interesting part of history and tradition but with nothing to say about the contemporary human condition.

I am just back from Eastern Europe – in Moscow –you can feel a certain lack of spirituality in the City and anyone who has read Jonathan Dimbleby’s   book Russia or seen his recent TV programmes will get what I mean. New sports cars pervade-new money is perverting values- the “have” and “have-nots” -in Moscow and even St Petersburg this is evident. Warsaw on other hand is rebuilding on strong faith based Catholic traditions. The Poles are returning to build a new Warsaw. 
Tallinn in Estonia building from the old ravages of the  communist past. While Helsinki is cold in the Summer and not many proclaim faith as important as Father Christmas in terms of tourism-at least.
The view had grown that advanced men and women no longer needed religion. It was a view rooted in the new thinking of the Enlightenment which we studied in school alongside the Methodist Revival.
The words of the great Welsh Methodist Hywel Harrris “Nid o’r pen ond o’r galon “ are stuck in my mind “ Not from the heart but from the head” but the likes of Voltaire left us cold as does the remnants of Stalinism and Bolshevism trauma which was witnessed in the last century. 

But in fact at no time since the Enlightenment has religion ever gone away. It has always been at the very core of life for millions of people, the foundation of their existence, the motive for their behaviour, the thing which gives sense to their lives and purpose to their journey. In the last few years we have been reminded of the great power of religion.

As you know, a trip to India and Pakistan reinforces your faith to mix with your Muslim friends and Hindu leaders in Cardiff is even better.   
Only last year we celebrated the 200th anniversary of the abolition of the slave trade. Of course we need to remember that plenty of people of belief willingly engaged in the slave trade and enjoyed its profits. But we also need to recall that many of the leaders of the abolition movement came from the evangelical Clapham sect or the Society of Friends.

We need to recall the role of Christian and Jewish groups in instigating the Genocide Convention in 1948.

We can think of the great humanitarian enterprises which bring relief to those who are suffering - the Red Cross, the Red Crescent or Islamic Relief, CAFOD and Christian Aid, Hindu Aid and SEWA International, World Jewish Relief and Khalsa Aid - all the charities which draw inspiration from the teachings of the different faiths.

Reflect on the work done by churches, mosques, synagogues and temples in care for the sick or the elderly or the socially excluded. Read our Report.
Such work is selfless, often unremarked upon in society, often dramatic in lifting individual human anguish and suffering.

For all these actors faith is not something incidental to their actions. It is the wellspring of them, the font, the origin, the thing that makes these people who they are and do what they do.
This is what this afternoon is about. It is about raising the bar and acknowledging that if Cardiff wants to be world class and Wales a new nation of hope then we need to move the bar higher but first of all value what is currently going on in the City.

I hope you will get value out of this afternoon and the debate.
Closing remarks Roy J Thomas
Organised religion seen in this light, is, then, not about arid ritual but a collective demonstration of faith, a coming together of people who believe in the power of God' s mercy and love, who believe that it is of universal application, and who in coming together symbolise that communion with God and with fellow human beings.

In this way, Faith guides our lives, knowing our weakness and granting us strength. 

If people of different faiths can co-exist happily, in mutual respect and solidarity, so can our world. And if faith takes its proper place in our lives, then we can live with a purpose beyond ourselves alone, supporting humanity on its journey to fulfilment.
Conclusions and recommendations

From its findings the Spiritual Capital research project Steering Group draws attention to the following –
* All citizens regardless of creed or culture should value

Cardiff's religious diversity and appreciate the social

contribution made by faith communities to the good of all.

* Cardiff should develop an independent arm’s length

organisation to assist faith groups and other cultural groups to promote citizenship and build social capital.

A. This report calls upon faith communities to:

1. Give greater priority to working with the City, its structures and policies, being more pro-active, caring about social vision, and not merely reacting every time there is a difficulty or a conflict of ideas with the Council.

2. To become more aware of the welfare of their localities 
communities recognising that commitment to the wider

community does not imply loss of distinctiveness or faith

commitment.

B. This Report calls upon Cardiff to do more than applaud
contributions of the faith community’s voluntary activities to the economy and welfare of the city, but to undertake:
1. A fresh systematic appraisal of the part played by the faith communities' voluntary contribution to the work of all Council service areas, and how they are supported and harmonised within the priorities of Cardiff.

2. Effective recognition of existing difficulties in establishing and sustaining communications with all faith communities and institutions, whose organisation and governance necessarily, by their very nature, do not resemble those of a local authority or government agency.

3. To seek to establish with some urgency an appointment, within its Diversity team, with the specific remit to make City government better informed about its faith communities and enable greater participation from them in shaping the vision of the city's future through improved consultation, and encouragement of new social initiatives.
